French cobblestone
courtyard with
300-year-old

Portuguese wishing well.

Gothic Revival facade
showcases some of the
700,000 pounds of
handcrafted limestone.

A CASTLE-INSPIRED RESIDENCE IN SAN DIEGO
REFRESHES CENTURIES-OLD AESTHETICS FOR
CONTEMPORARY INDULGENCE
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HE ADAGE, “MY HOME IS MY CASTLE,” conveys ABOVE Living room with massive
mahogany-and-oak fireplace and

stylized stalactite-inspired ceiling
custom-designed and -crafted by
At aunique Gothic Revival property in San Diego, Basile Studio.

the assurance of solitude and self-determination that
owners of even the humblest residences appreciate.

that concept is more than metaphorical.
OPPOSITE TOP In the dining room,
a unique chandelier hangs over a

. . distinctive table, both designed
owner’s passion for European castles and Gothic cathe- and fabricated by Balise Studio.

The striking, 15,000-square-foot Castle Ferreira in
San Diego’s Mission Hills neighborhood, inspired by the

drals, seamlessly blends modern sensibilities with medi- High-back chairs from Studio A are
eval qualities. “We bring a human scale to every project, custom-upholstered by Basile Studio.
regardless of style,” says IS Architecture principal Ione R. Stiegler, FATA. She adds,

OPPOSITE BOTTOM LEFT Graceful arch
leading to kitchen, revealing custom
range and hood.

“The castle’s rooms are distinctly-defined, but the floor plan flows like a modern
house,” noting mountain and ocean views were preserved. Despite their ancient
origins, architectural elements like soaring arches and flying buttresses adapt
surprisingly well to 21st century Southern California. OPPOSITE RIGHT Kitchen featuring
honed soapstone countertops and
pendants by Visual Comfort & Co.
A Basile Studio-crafted beveled

glass backsplash/wall separates the
cant amount of complex engineering and construction methodology,” reports kitchen from the butler's pantry.

The authentic Gothic design was extensively researched by the architects and
executed with precision by San Diego-based Hill Construction Company despite
a challenging hillside site. “Two levels of subterranean space required a signifi-

firm president Ryan Hill, explaining that dozens of caissons were driven 50-plus
feet into bedrock to anchor the structure.
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ABOVE Elegant two-story library/
study with ornate custom woodwork.

OPPOSITE TOP Seductive primary
bedroom with elaborate coffered
ceiling and fireplace; sconces from
Visual Comfort & Co. and black
leather chairs by Burke Decor.

OPPOSITE BOTTOM LEFT Beyond
formidable vintage doors, the entry
hall features chandelier and sconces
from Vintage Hardware & Lighting.

OPPOSITE TOP/BOTTOM Private, serene
grotto spa clad in vibrant tile.

The custom luxury builder, which brings to
life sleek visions of modernism by world-class
architects Olson Kundig, C.J. Light and Paul
McClean, embraced the opportunity to reimag-
ine a centuries-old architectural style. “We took
painstaking efforts to ensure that the structure
matched the historical integrity the client
desired, while seamlessly incorporating modern
amenities and fully integrated, state-of-the-art
technology,” explains Hill, whose father founded
the company in 1975.

Among the materials sourced for the project
were 700,000 pounds of Portuguese limestone
for the castle’s facade, reports Hill, who worked

with San Diego’s Unique Stone Imports to curate
more than 2,500 components from artisanal
stonemasons in Europe. “We shopped the world
to find the right stone,” adds IS Architecture’s
Stiegler, whose firm is noted for its meticulous
approach to architectural heritage. IS associate
principal Joseph M. Reid explains, “Every single
stone—the pattern, size and weight—was custom-
designed in our studio, cut and hand-finished at a
Portuguese quarry.”

The home’s expansive courtyard is paved in
18th century French cobblestones and features
a 300-year-old Portuguese wishing well, while
water features are evocative of a medieval
moat. “In addition to Gothic architecture, I'm
interested in the colonial design you might find
in Spain or Mexico City, so we created the
concept of a European piazza in which differ-
ent styles and periods could be represented,”

explains owner Jeffrey Jordan Ferreira.
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“I was also inspired by Chicago’s Neo- Gothic architecture, as the
interiors of those buildings hinted at what a modern castle could look
like,” explains Jordan, anxious to soften the austerity of traditional
Gothic spaces. Based on the eclectic interiors it creates for trendset-
ting restaurants and clubs across the country, San Diego’s Basile
Studio was the ideal firm to infuse the home’s spaces with glamour.
“We conducted a lot of initial research on Gothic design, as we
wanted it to be very authentic...but playful,” reports principal Paul
Basile. “The common thread between this and our other projects is
that we prefer to use natural materials in a very unique way,” says
Basile, who adds, “We fabricate most elements in our own shop to
maintain a craftsman feel.” In Castle Ferreira, the firm created ornate
millwork from alder, oak and mahogany, utilizing advanced technolo-
gies like 3D printing for some features.

No room better reveals the firm’s ability to create drama than a
ballroom rivaling a Las Vegas nightclub, where pipes—fitted with
theatrical LED lighting, they are reminiscent of those from an
antique pipe organ—float above a sexy bar, while a mezzanine accom-
modates VIP guests. “The nightclub and lower-level grotto represent
truly unique design concepts,” says builder Ryan Hill, who adds, “This
is a true nightclub, not just an elaborate media room.” A separate
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exterior entrance, accessed through a tunnel, generates anticipation

while ensuring that private residential spaces are not disturbed.
Referencing covert passageways from Game of Thrones and Indiana
Jones, owner Jordan recounts, “I wanted to bring a little of that feel
to the home.”

Hidden behind a stone door is a seductive, Peruvian-style bar
honoring Jordan’s own pedigree, having been born in Peru to a family
of Portuguese heritage (his great-great-grandfather was Portugal’s
ambassador to Peru). It features a hand-painted mural and a giant,
gilded tumi (a pre-Columbian ceremonial blade) with the face of a
mythical god. Another secret passage delivers guests to a serene
grotto spa, further contributing to the home’s theatrical quality.
Other dramatic spaces include a formal dining room accessed
through a broad, Neo-Gothic archway, where a Basile-designed chan-
delier seductively illuminates the scene, and living room with a grand
fireplace and exquisite stalactite-inspired ceiling with integrated
lighting. Throughout the home is distinctive plasterwork by artisan
Sasha Seyb, which creates the illusion of age and authenticity.

Unparalleled for entertaining, the castle residence provides versa-
tile venues for celebrating emerging musicians and artists through
the owner’s Castle Ferreira Foundation. cH

BELOW This view illustrates how varied architectural
styles complement one another within the same
compound; adjoining pool with fountain.

OPPOSITE The contrasting white facade of the chapel
features a Gothic arch, window and flying buttresses.
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