ROOMS
with a
VIEW

THIS WATERFRONT HOME IN LA JOLLA HAS
OCEAN VIEWS IN ALL DIRECTIONS
TEXT BY KRISTEN CASTILLO | PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM BRADY
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ABOVE The living room’s
decor includes a custom
sofa, Spark linear
fireplace and Hellman
Chang console table
from Thomas Lavin
Showroom. OPPOSITE A
private, custom recessed
shower folds up when not
in use. All of the wood is
IPE, a durable wood that
naturally weathers.
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T

H I S L A J O L L A B E AC H H O US E I S W H AT P EO P L E D R E A M A B O U T.

Open the front door and see the ocean in every direction. The
highlight is looking to your right and gazing at Bird Rock, a rock
formation, just north of Pacific Beach. The home, which was built
in 1952 always had amazing views but it needed more privacy and
modern amenities.
The new homeowners lived in the one-story, 1,325 square foot
cottage for a year before renovating. This provided them time to
see what they liked and decide what they wanted for their remodel.
The couple needed more living space, including a guest room, and
a two-car garage, as well as a roof deck, an outdoor shower and lots
of privacy.
The owners hired architect Tim Martin who collaborated with Ryan Hill, president of Hill Construction
with Kyle Schroeder, Hill Constructions’ project manager; Robert Wright, principal and co-founder of
McCormick & Wright interior design and Kate Lindberg, senior interior designer at McCormick & Wright.
The team had weekly meetings with the owners as they modified the original plans.
The biggest challenge was getting approval from the California Coastal Commission. The home was built
on a bluff that today wouldn’t be approved for construction. Martin and Schroeder, who were meticulous in
meeting both the Commission’s standards and the homeowners’ vision, made upgrades to the existing
seawall and bluff face.
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The kitchen features
custom cabinets, white
quartz counters, and Andreu
World stools. A dumb waiter
connects to the rooftop deck.
RIGHT The front courtyard
includes a tall privacy wall,
fountain and rock garden.
Custom front gate by artist
David Ardle. OPPOSITE A
view from the deck includes
Bird Rock, seen on the right.
The neighborhood is named
for this rock formation.
ABOVE
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Both levels of
decks have fire pits
and ocean views. The
downstairs deck has
a sliding privacy gate.
OPPOSITE The den, just
off the living room,
has a Murphy bed and
transforms into spare
bedroom with a sliding
door/wall system.
ABOVE
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Martin describes the neighborhood as “eclectic,” and says every house here stands on its
own. “The exterior of this particular home is traditional with some contemporary detailing
and flares,” says Martin. “But once you go through the front gate, it’s all contemporary.”
Martin’s remodel focused on bringing the outdoors in: “We wanted to take advantage of all
these views but at the same time we wanted it to feel private.”
The renovation was swift – just 10 months. Construction started in September and finished
the following July, just in time for the homeowners to enjoy their remodeled home for the
rest of the summer. The project stayed on course because everyone worked together so well.
“Owner, architect, interior designer – we were all a team,” says Schroeder. “Our goal was to
complete the project as efficiently as possible.” CH
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