With a lofty position above Los Angeles, Carla Ridge House defers
to the drama of the mountains with judicious restraint
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The series of low-slung pavilions
and the capacious central volume that
make up this home offer ‘moments of
momentous scale, but also a quietness’

Entrance Flanked by giant leopard plants and ferns, the teak doorway sits below Western Red Cedar panelling that frames a skylight and
continues throughout the home. A vase by artist Caroline Blackburn, which integrates dirt taken from the site, is seen within
Opposite In a quiet corner, an ‘Uma’ chair by Piegatto and Caste Design’s ‘Madoc Drink Table’ sit beside a custom DaVinci fireplace
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t’s no accident that Hollywood was created in Los Angeles,

says architect David Montalba. ‘The quality of natural light is

so special.’ Take in a sunset at his latest project, a lateral,

modern house located in the Trousdale Estates above Beverly

Hills, and he suspects you will see straight away why the old
moviemakers were so smitten.

His client, a Japanese woman who has spent the past 15 years
living in LA, had seized on the site for its ‘magical’ outlook to the
mountains in the north-west. ‘People covet the homes overlooking
the city, but from the other side you get these expansive hillside
views with this remarkable light. It’s 10 times better.” Established
in the 1950s and once a bastion of sleek Californian modernism,
the neighbourhood has since suffered an architectural anachronism
or two. On this plot was ‘an ornate but super-dilapidated Liberace-
style house, set back from the hillside and weirdly close to the
street,” explains David. ‘It was a missed opportunity.’

In part an attempt to preserve said views, the area is subject to
certain stipulations - including aban on structures taller than 4.26
metres. David’s response reads as a trio of low-slung pavilions, with
a capacious 200-square-metre central volume that frames wide
views of the horizon. ‘There are moments of momentous scale,
says the architect. ‘But also a quietness. In London you get these
amazing parks and you can breathe, but in LA you have to find
moments to really escape. She wanted areprieve from the lifestyle.’

The house’s layout has a gentle rhythm to it, featuring long
sightlines into the landscape broken by a series of internal garden
courtyards that offer a connection to nature away from the eyes of
close neighbours. Skylights and rows of clerestory windows,
meanwhile, are ‘little portals’ that flood the property with more of
that bottle-it-up Los Angeles light.

For all of its quintessential Case Study House cues, there are
echoes of wider influence to be found in this home’s incrementally
stepped levels and linear millwork. ‘There’s a lot of similarity in
the thoughtfulness and precision of Japanese and Swiss design,’
suggests David, who grew up between Lausanne and California.
He says he is particularly satisfied by the slimness of the 12-metre
supporting beam suspended in the living room’s window, which
leaves the most important vista unimpeded. ‘Simplicity is often
rather complex to achieve. That beam was a sacred cow in our office.’

The absence of flashy LA frills is conspicuous. ‘Some homeowners
in the area will build a huge home theatre in the basement or a
16-car garage with an elevator,” says David. ‘Our client didn’t want
any of that.” montalbaarchitects.com »




Dining area Ten ‘Jens’ chairs by Antonio
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artwork is by Mika Tajima a
while a ‘Cirque Skyline’ chandelier in brushed
bronze and glass by Giopato 8
creates a theatrical moment ove




Bespoke joinery in Rift white oak
is well-utilised in the spacious kitchen, which
also features ‘Autumnus Dark’ natural-stone
countertops from Hullebusch. Bensen’s
‘Tokyo' dining chairs in oak and leather
surround a custom black-walnut dining table
by Berkeley Mills, while the soaped-oak bar
stools were sourced from Mater. A ‘Lipari’
bar pendant in Breccia Aurora marble by
Garnier et Linker hangs overhead, while the
skylight above the kitchen island further
increases the overall light in the space »




Long sightlines into the landscape
are broken by a series of internal
garden courtyards that offer a
connection to nature away from the
eyes of close neighbours

Office A Rose Tarlow desk holds court in this dedicated home study, which features Straight Up Palms, a piece
sourced from Stefan Simchowitz. Two ‘Bixby’ lamps by Made Goods sit atop a ‘Glencoe’ sideboard by Jean de Merry.
The desk chair is an ‘Eames Soft Pad” and the armchair is the ‘Scheggia’ design by Mario Ferrarini from Potocco
Bathroom Dornbracht fixtures were used in this space, which takes its design inspiration from Japan. Creme Dore
limestone from Ollin Stone surrounds the shower, where the window frames an Aleppo pine. The stool is from France &
Son. On the other side of the bathing space sits a custom-made teak ‘Onsen’ ofuro soaking tub from Zen Bathworks »
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‘Some homeowners in the area build
huge home theatres in the basement
or a 16-car garage with an elevator.

Our client didn’t want any of that’
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Bedroom This serene space is finished in the same

Rift white oak as the kitchen. Above the bed, which is
Piero Lissoni's ‘Softwall” design for Living Divani, is an
artwork by Petra Cortright. The bench is a custom design
by Montalba Architects in oak and leather, while the
chair pulled up to the bespoke desk built into the wall of
shelving is the ‘Scheggia’ by Mario Ferrarini for Potocco.

The bedside lamp is the ‘Tera’ from Lawson-Fenning »
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Terrace loungers Martyn Lawrence
Bullard’s ‘MLB’ design for Harbour are
strategically placed on the wraparound
terrace by the pool to make the most of
the spectacular sunsets over the hills
See Stockists page for details B3
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