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Yabu Pushelberg 
‘Rua Ipanema’ 

swivel lounge 
chairs from 
Avenue Road 

sit by the 
steel-panelled 
fireplace wall 
and Fair Design 

coffee table. An 
Eny Lee Parker 
‘Oo’ clay lamp 

rests behind the 
custom sofa

Embracing the Japanese philosophies of  
wabi-sabi and harmony with nature, this 

Lucas Interior-designed home finds cool and 
calm in the California desert

to kyo
d r i f t

Text piet smedy 
Photographs douglas friedman 
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story of the land into every element of the home’s 
interior design. ‘The house is so connected to its 
environment that it felt necessary to let this drive 
decisions around texture and colour,’ says David. 
‘Broadly speaking, we embraced the concept of wabi-
sabi as a macro influence on the design. We wanted 
forms and materials to feel beautifully imperfect and 
simple.’ Using the already existing exterior and interior 
limestone as a springboard, a tightly edited, mostly 
neutral palette was employed, punctuated by pops 
of metallic while bespoke oak cabinetry throughout 
was lightly cerused to accentuate the natural grain. 
This Japanese element appears again in the wet room, 
complete with restorative soaking tub and reflecting 
pool (the latter inspired by the moon viewing platform 
of Katsura Imperial Villa). ‘It is not so literal in most of 
the home but is a spirit that can be felt throughout.’ 

Perhaps the most deftly played dichotomy within 
the home is that of air and mass, where robust, 
rectilinear architecture is juxtaposed with softer, 
free-flowing forms, such as the Alexander Lamont 
‘Woven Orb’ lanterns or the statement ‘Oo’ clay lamp 
by Eny Lee Parker. ‘Overall, we sought to express the 
feeling of being grounded in the house, so much of 
the design has a low centre of gravity, but is balanced 
with levity and light,’ says David. ‘Many of the interior 
architectural features and furniture are detailed to 
float, such as the indoor and outdoor kitchen islands. 
These are massive stone blocks that have a strong 
negative reveal at the floor that make them appear to 
hover in space. This play on weight and weightlessness 
is expressing the idea that, while grounded, our spirit 
is light.’n  Lucas 8 lucasinterior.com

Lucas designed  
a wet room with 

a traditional 
soaking tub and 

large-format 
slab walls. The 
teak flooring 

extends 
outwards over  

a reflecting 
pool within a 

private garden

Alexander Lamont 
‘Woven orb’ copper 

lanterns flank  
a custom bed in the 

primary bedroom

The primary 
bathroom pulls 
in Japanese 
influences and 
tranquil, warm 
desert tones



One of many 
entertaining 

spaces lies 
within the entry 

courtyard, 
centred around 
an organic rock 
fire feature and 

surrounded 
by Harbour 

lounge chairs 
and Gloster  

rocking chairs
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A custom 
travertine 

dining table and 
chairs from 

Stahl + Band sit 
below an 

eye-catching 
light fixture
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top down
the generous 

bar with 
Thomas Hayes 

leather stools 
in the home’s 

speakeasy. 
Artwork from 
Hohmann Fine 

Art Gallery; 
A large, 

open entry 
connects the 

courtyard 
to the main 

entertaining 
spaces


