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“Contrapposto, 2022”
by Julian Voss-Andreae
rises from water, bringing
the vitality of the human
form to the Sloys’ entry
courtyard.
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STORY BY PHOTOGRAPHY BY RON“RONNIE”AND SHANTEL“SHAWNIE”SLOY
Lisa Marie Hart Manolo Langis livelifein the fastlane —aslongasit’s glamorous.
When the neighboring houses lean into straight
lines, they opt for sweeping curves. When plans
call for a single pool facing the golf course, they
add asecond upstairs off the primary suite. (Fol-
low the floating staircase and glide across the
glass catwalk.) And though the vibrant couple
call Portland home, Ronnie’s persona wouldn’t
be the same without his year-round, sun-kissed
tan. His closet teems with color-coordinated golf
attire and over 400 pairs of custom-designed golf
shoes, rivaling his wife’s well-heeled wardrobe.
To say they are fun-loving individuals and the
life of any party isboth agiven and anunderstate-
ment to anyone who knows them. Their inner
circlenow includes architect Bill Hayer, builders
from Hill Construction Co., and interior design-
ersfrom firm Lucas —their “best-of-breed dream
team,” as the couple calls them.

from left: The sunken firelounge, set between
the pooland golf course, drawsits generous
proportions from the house and its lot, which
alsoincorporates a putting green. Shantel and
Ron Sloy transformed a gallery-white wall
inthe primary bedroom with “Raw Piece of
Joy #3,”an acrylic painting by JR Harris.
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Flame-sprayed bronze claddingon the

great room fireplace meets the warmth of
bleached oak slats spanning an entire wall.
opposite: Beside the glass entry door from the
courtyard, the floating oak staircase stands as
awork of art, itsimpact amplified by another
on the wall: “Mother Nature’s Gaze, 2023”
by Menashe Mashiah from Elena Bulatova
Fine Artin Rancho Mirage.

HOME+DESIGN

The Sloys chose the 225- member Madison
Club forits privacy and exclusivity, a perfect fit
for theirlifestyle. A financial adviser featured
in Money magazine, Bloomberg, the Financial
Timesof London,and on CNBC, Ronnie finds
the golf, sunshine, and pool time in LaQuintaa
welcome counterbalance to managingbillions
for his firm’s clients. Their 13,585-square-
foot custom home fulfilled this avid golfer’s
30-year dream of living on the fairway, and
every detail rewards the wait.

“The home inthe movie Iron Man inspired
the concept,” Ronnie says. “Bill had the vision
to create the only house at Madison with
curved rooflines and curved windows,” dis-
tinguishingitlike ablockbuster hit.

Thelot,however, posed challenges. Its ori-
entation seemed to offer only marginal views.
Yet Hayer, principal of San Diego-based
Hayer Architecture, saw a prime opportu-
nity from his first site visit. Having designed
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more thanadozen Madison homes and many
more across the Coachella Valley, he revelsin
pushing terrain beyond its perceived limits.
This four-bedroom, seven-bath residence —
crafted forviews, privacy,and indoor-outdoor
entertaining — outperformsitslot.

“To take advantage of the stunning golf
course and mountain views, we angled the
house once within the property,” Hayer says.
“We created a sequence of movement as you
enter from the streetand proceed through the
home. That gotus out far enough on the lot to
look past the house nextdoor.”

VisitorsapproachaSuperior Bay Napoleon-
cut stone facade, where a massive bronze
door pivots into the entry courtyard. Water
cascades down a towering wall and bubbles
up like natural hot springs from a row of
fountains. Glass walls reveal glimpses of the
interior as the walkway turns twice toward a
pivoting glass front door. Here, a triumphant
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sightline appears where the swimming pool
echoes the arcs of the home and curves of
the fairway, almost appearing to be within
the home. Inside, the plan aligns directly to
the views.

What seemed like modest land yields a
grand panorama: “You’re looking right down
the chute at the second hole and an oasis of
palm trees with the mountains in the back-
ground,” Hayer says. “They got a lot of value
from the lot because of what we were able to
dowith the orientation of the house.”

With the views established, the team
turned inward. The Sloys envisioned curvi-
linear forms to convey fluidity and elegance,
requiring top-tier structural integrity. High-
lights include a 16-foot overhang shading the
back terrace, a floating oak staircase, a glass
bridge connecting upper bedrooms, and the
elevated second pool.

“Curves are some of the most difficult
elements to build, and this house is full of
them,” says Matt Cole of San Diego-based

Hill Construction Company, who worked
with colleague Ryan Hill. “Those six-panel
curvedslidersinthe greatroomhad a20-week
lead time and had tobe installed with absolute
precision. The pool off the primary suite
required a ‘shell within a shell’ to ensure
waterproofing and longevity. Every detail
demanded intense coordination. There was
noroom forerror.”

The team, veterans of high-end estates,
nailed the first impression. A soaring
two-story wall of custom-bleached oak slats
conceals a glass elevator and touch-latch
doorsto the garage and laundry room. A four-
sided fireplace clad in flame-sprayed bronze
anchors the great room. Clerestory windows
curve above the six-panel glass sliders, filter-
ingdaylight deep into the home.

Integraltothesearchitectural statementsis
Lucas, asibling-led interior design firmbased
inthe Pacific Northwest. Theirhand isevident
intheslatted oak wall, the sculptural stairwell,
and layered finishes Continuedon page 77

clockwise from right:
Glasssliders from the
primary bath opentoan
outdoorlounge with fireplace
and television, and stairs that
ascend to the “serenity pool”
above the fairway. Ronnie’s
custom closet ensures he’s
ready for any occasion,
especially around of golf.
Smoky blue hues from the
greatroom extend to the
primary bedroom’s four-
channel tufted headboard.
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THE RIGHT ANGLE

Continued from page 75

and lighting. Violet-indigo seatingadds theat-
rical funinthe theater, while smokyblue rugs
and chairsin the greatroomreprise in the pri-
mary bedroom’s upholstered headboard and
bed frame. Their design also created gallery
space for the couple’sart collection, spanning
paintings, sculpture, and mixed media. The
resultisaresidence where stone, wood, glass,
and color converge to underscore both the
bold architecture and the intimate moments
reserved for art.

Outdoors, landscaping by Dirk Gaudet
of Gaudet Design Group sets the stage for
Ronnie’s now-famous golden glow. Shawnie
recalls the nightin2015whena TNT camera-
man at a Portland Trailblazers game zoomed
in on Ronnie’s bronzed look and dubbed him
“Really Tan Portland Ken.” “Since that night,
the nickname has taken on a life of its own,”
shesays. “He’sbeen on Inside the NBA several
times with Shaq, Ernie, Kenny,and Chuck. You
can imagine why our back lanai with the fire
lounge and poolis one of his favorite spots.”

From the terrace, the vanishing-edge pool
appears to spill into the golf course, its water
level flush with the home’s stone floors. “We
wanted the inside and outside to read as one
continuous plane,” Hayer says. A drainage and

fitand views flow into the great
room through a technical feat
of design: curving glass sliders.

pedestal system makes the transition seamless
and striking.

The primary pool ranks among the largest
residential poolsin LaQuinta, spanning more
than 2,000 square feetand holding more than
83,000 gallons. Tiled inacrystal glass mosaic,
it glimmers like a mirror. The secondary
soaking pool on the upper level, complete
with acrylic viewing panels overlooking the
fairway, offers a refreshing desert sanctuary.
“Jason Stoker of Stoker Pools made our
swimming poolsapiece of artand the perfect
complementto our house,” Shawnie says.

Fulfilling Ronnie’s three-decade dream of

agolf-adjacenthome, the couplealsorealized
their goal of a view-encompassing, architec-
turally significant design. “Working closely
with the Sloys set the tone for the entire proj-
ect,” Hayer says. “Their enthusiastic engage-
ment contributed positively to its success.”
For the Sloys, their Madison Club escape
is more than a sun-soaked getaway. It’s a set-
ting as distinctive as they are — a place where
Ronnie’s limitless energy and Shawnie’s
warmthinfuse every gathering. As Colesays of
their yearslong working relationship, “They
make you feel like family.” The house, with its
curves, color, and charisma, does the same.

GALLERY SCENE

A GALLERY FINE ART

Imagination, dedication,
enthusiasm and a special kind of
caring have established A Gallery
Fine Art as among the most
successful in the desert. Their
vast collection of contemporary
paintings, sculpture, functional
art furniture, unique art glass,
and artist-crafted jewelry has
served collectors for four decades.
A Gallery Fine Art highlights the
stellar work of its many emerging
and established artists.

73956 El Paseo Blvd.
Palm Desert, CA 92260
760-346-8885
agalleryfineart.com

“Silent Mystique” framed oil on canvas, 25 x 49
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