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A couple attracted by Coronado’s ‘community feel’  
update a 1950s house with their future in mind 

Raising a  
FAMILY HOME
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hen Andy and Tara McMillin had 

a baby, they decided their Point 

Loma “starter” home was no longer going  

to work for them.

“It had too many stairs and sharp 

corners,” Tara says.

They were looking at homes in Carmel 

Valley, but spending time in Coronado 

where their parents lived.

“They took us to concerts in the park on 

Sundays,” Andy recalls.

“We saw people riding bikes and pulling 

kids in wagons. In Point Loma, we didn’t 

have that community feel like you have in 

Coronado,” Tara says.

“And we thought it might be kind of nice 

to have our parents close to us,” Andy adds.

Then they saw a house with an ample lot 

on a quiet cul-de-sac and a swing hanging 

from a large magnolia tree in the front yard.

“It looked like the ultimate family home,” 

Tara says. “When we walked through, I 

instantly fell in love with it. It had charm.”

They liked the layout of the mid-’50s 

house, but, Andy says, “I am in real estate, 

so I thought, ‘How can we add value for our 

family’s future?’”

To answer that question, they hired 

designer Terry Strandemo, builder/

general contractor Hill Construction Co. 

and architect T im Golba, all of whom had 

worked together on projects in La Jolla 

where Andy had been involved.

“I do more construction and architectural 

interiors,” Terry says. “My passion is doing 

all the detailing — paint, walls, fixtures, 

everything attached to the house. I am the 

gatekeeper of the end vision.”

In the process of adding a second floor, Andy and 
Tara McMillin were able to raise the ceiling height 
in the living room. Beadboard and crown mold-
ing add charm. Window seats on the back wall 
provide storage for the essentials of family living: 
movie DVDs and children’s toys.

Opening spread: Architect Tim Golba describes 
the exterior as a mix between Cape Cod and  
Nantucket styles. The master suite’s balcony and 
the patio in front of the guest room below provide 
places for Andy and Tara to enjoy  their neighbor-
hood surroundings.
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As in spaces on the first floor, the master bedroom features a white beadboard ceiling, crown molding and a neutral color palette. But to make the room feel 
special and intimate for Andy and Tara, designer Terry Strandemo chose a slightly deeper shade of paint for the walls. 

The original one-story with standard, 

painted wood siding looked nice but un-

distinguishable from other traditional 

houses. The new two-story’s stained wood 

shingles, white columns, gables, grilled 

windows and beadboard ceilings call to  

mind a house on the East Coast. T im de-

scribes it as a mix between Cape Cod and 

Nantucket styles.

“We were trying to create a nice porch 

area where you can sit and watch the 

neighbors go by,” he says. “The stain gives 

the shingles an instantly aged look with 

character you don’t see often anymore, 

especially on the West Coast. You have 

something that looks contextual and seam-

lessly fits the neighborhood.

“The floor plan wasn’t terrible, but the 

finishes were dated — not for a 2016 kind  

of lifestyle,” he adds. 

“Our idea was to keep the ground level 

pretty much the same, maybe knock out a 

few walls and add a second-story master 

suite,” Andy says.

At a right angle from the street, the  

front door opened into a hallway. Now the 

front door faces the street and opens into  

a generous space that combines a foyer  

with the dining room.

“It’s a little funky, but that’s just how it  

worked out,” Andy says. The change made  

it possible to repurpose the entry hall into  

a kitchen pantry. 

A shallow bay window had been used  

as a dining space in the kitchen. Terry lined 

the space with cabinets and a countertop 

and installed a massive island in the center 

of the room with plenty of room for guests 

to gather. 

“When we have friends and family over,  

everyone socializes around the island — 

helping with food preparation, eating, drink-

ing, talking and laughing,” Tara says, noting 

that such gatherings often involve children.

Now, instead of a wall between the 

kitchen and living room, a peninsula with a 

recess on the outside for seating separates 

the kitchen from the living room without 

creating a visual or communication barrier.

“We wanted a space where you could 

entertain and spill over to the living room,” 

Tara says.

She and Andy wanted a higher ceiling, 

but faced an architectural challenge.

“That’s where Terry’s genius comes in,”  

T im says.

“The ceiling height on the north side of 

the house had to remain because of setback 

restrictions. In order to get the volume 

higher, we created a soffit around the room 

so we could raise the center portion,” she 

explains.

Other modifications to this space 

included removing a traditional brick 

fireplace in the corner of the living room 

and centering a contemporary fireplace  

Above: The luxurious master bathroom includes a glass-
walled, double-size shower; a Victoria + Albert freestanding 
tub; a combination of gray and white marble; and, not visible 
in this photo, a built-in cabinet with an undercounter refrig-
erator. Behind the mirrored door to the left of the shower is 
a room-size closet with a display-top island that showcases 
Tara’s jewelry.

Left: Tara and Andy enjoy spending time outside with their 
daughter. The family moved into their remodeled house just 
in time to celebrate Harper’s first birthday with a party in the 
back yard.
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Above: The kitchen, divided from the living room 
only by a peninsula, had a smaller island. Terry 
converted the bay window space that had been 
used for a dining table into a large countertop.

Right: Space under the staircase creates an ideal 
niche for a wet bar on the wall opposite the living 
room. Behind the bar, space below the stairs  
provides hidden storage.

Above: The dining room shares space with the 
foyer. Though unconventional, the arrangement 
works for Andy and Tara.

Left: The living room and kitchen previously were 
separated by a wall. The open floor plan not only 
makes the rooms feel more spacious, but also  
lets entertainment spill from the kitchen into the 
living room — and vice versa.

on the back wall, between windows with 

bench seating that provides storage 

underneath for toys and movies.

 “It’s not just pretty. I like to make a 

house function for a family,” Terry says. 

“Where are we going to hide the toys?”

To the right of the living room is a wet 

bar notched into the end of the staircase. 

Along the side, which faces the front door, 

Terry installed panels that open to access 

storage space. The bottom stair landing is 

on the right end. On this side of the house 

lies a guest suite (formerly the master suite) 

with new French doors to a covered patio.

Other bedroom spaces were converted 

to an office and a playroom for the couple’s 

daughter, Harper, who turns 2 in August. 

A barn door slides across the audiovisual 

closet.

A laundry room at the top of the stairs 

makes it possible to wash and dry clothes 

without having to carry them down to and 

back up from the laundry room behind the 

kitchen, to which a mudroom was added 

during the remodel.

To the front of the house, the master 

suite opens through French doors to a 

covered balcony, which in turn provides 

a roof for the patio off the guest suite. 

Although keeping with the home’s neutral 

palette, the master bedroom walls are 

painted in a slightly darker hue.
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The brick patio behind the house existed before 
the remodel, but a matching fireplace was added. 
A bed of decomposed granite in the middle of  
the yard established an outdoor dining area. A 
fire bowl and a pair of chairs between the dining 
table and patio offer a cozy place for Andy and 
Tara to enjoy sunsets. 
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“It makes the room a little more special 

and intimate,” Andy says.

Also special is the spacious master 

bathroom, which features gray and white 

marble in a mix of patterned tiles and 

veined slabs, a cabinet with an under-

counter refrigerator (“for emergency 

Champagne and water,” Andy says), a 

freestanding tub and an oversize shower 

with glass on three sides and two doors. 

Beyond the bathroom lies a wardrobe 

with an island sporting a glass top that 

showcases Tara’s accessories on black  

cloth-lined displays such as those seen  

in a jewelry store. 

“When we were doing the remodel, 

we wanted to make sure we had room for 

everything. Our closet in Point Loma was  

4 by 6 [feet],” Tara says. The Coronado  

closet adds a “1” to each measurement:  

14 by 16 feet. 

Also on the second floor is the only place 

in the house that veers from neutral colors: 

Harper’s bedroom, painted in whispery-soft 

pink. The other notable difference is the 

room’s Dutch door.

Another Dutch door downstairs opens 

to the back yard, where remodel additions 

include a fireplace on the brick patio, a half-

dozen trees along the yard perimeter and a 

center bed of decomposed granite where a 

long table provides room to accommodate 

guests for alfresco dining. 

Off to the side is a grassy area with a play 

set for Harper.

“We wanted to have her first birthday in 

the back yard,” Andy says. “We moved in six 

days before the party.”

“Our overall dream was to create the 

ultimate family home where we wanted to 

raise our kids,” Tara says. 

And they have. ❖
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COTTAGE APPEAL survives in a  
darling residence NEAR THE SEA

This HouseSave



JULY 2016 • sandiegohomegarden.com   35

nce a common sight, 

endearing Coronado 

beach cottages are fast 

disappearing. For years, tall, narrow homes 

squeezed side-by-side on split lots or large-

scale tract homes with McMansion-ish  

looks have popped up in their stead. 

Thankfully, homeowners like Alan and 

Penny Frick, who want to preserve the 

city’s village character, still exist. On their 

search for a vacation retreat that mirrored 

the easygoing culture synonymous with  

island living, they came across a single- 

family dwelling that met their criteria — 

except that the first builder they talked to 

said it was a teardown.

“The inside floors were 4 to 6 inches 

higher in the center than around the walls 

in almost every room,” Alan says. “Other  

than the outside wood, on the whole, the 

house was in sorry shape. I originally  

thought I could live with it as a beach 

house regardless of the condition it was  

in, but my wife said, ‘No way.’”

Despite the fact that there wasn’t any-

thing salvageable on the interior, Alan  

and Penny opted for a remodel and found 

a team willing to save the house: architect 

Bruce Peeling, designer Anita Dawson and 

contractor/builder Ryan Hill (the trio that 

won a San Diego Home/Garden Lifestyles  

2016 Homes of the Year award).

“If we would have torn it down, we 

would have lost the home’s handcrafted 

Right: A plump sofa with plenty of pillows, teal 
coverings on comfy chairs, tree-stump tables,  
a side table that’s an early American-style chest 
on legs and a funky rocking chair add eclectic 
style to the interior. White quartz tile replaced  
red brick on the fireplace surround.

Previous spread: Eaves and rooflines give this 
Coronado home character. Designer Anita  
Dawson urged intensifying the exterior color 
(originally light gray) and contrasting the  
deeper hue with white.

O
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Above: Stylistically diverse furnishings mingle 
happily, while soft yellow and blues add a  
coastal feel to the dining room. A larger version  
of the coral light fixture was installed above  
the stairway.

Right: Built to look like a mini cottage, the garage 
houses a golf cart. Often called “golf cars” by 
locals, they provide an easy, street-legal way to 
get around Coronado.

Above: Originally the entry, the west-facing  
interior porch has became a banquette area with 
a trestle table for informal dining or board games. 
Anita divided what was one huge living room  
into a conversation room (previous spread) and 
the TV/game room shown here.

Left: New French doors open out from the living 
room to the front deck, where colorful Adirondack 
chairs invite sitting.

character,” Bruce says. “Re-creations can 

never look exactly the same. If we had built 

from scratch, it would have been difficult 

to do an identical-looking house with the 

codes we have now.”

On the exterior, the eaves and rooflines 

that provided the home with its cottage 

appeal remained intact. A casual observer 

walking by would think, “Oh, they painted 

the house.” But, in fact, the house was  

taken down to studs and interior spaces 

were reorganized. 

“From the front looking through the 

house, there used to be a wall to the din-

ing room and another wall to the kitchen,” 

Bruce says. “We put beams in there and 

opened everything up downstairs.”

Getting rid of walls made an enormous 

difference. But the biggest structural 

change may have been the straight stair-

way, whose middle-of-the-home placement 

chopped the house into four sections. 

“Hats off to Bruce for the stairway’s 

reconfiguration,” Alan says. “Previously, 

walking up the stairs was like walking into 

a dark cave. Now there’s a switchback in 

it for a landing with a big window through 

which you can see the ocean. The staircase 

went from being the low point of the house 

to a highlight.”
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The guest room downstairs is the only bedroom 
with access to the outdoors. The wave-shaped 
headborad reminds visitors that they are a block 
from the beach, while artwork near the reading 
chair assures a giggle.
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Other architectural changes included  

raising the 7-foot ceiling in the master  

suite to give the bed and bath area more  

oomph. Before, the space felt like a cramped  

attic area with a haphazard bathroom.

“I normally do the whole house,” Bruce 

says, “but this was an interior rework, not 

an architectural project. Essentially, I got 

the floor plan worked out and then Anita 

came in and did her magic.”

The beach-house vibe brought in by 

Anita and designer Mark Stocker begins at 

the French doors that open out to the deck 

from the living room and expose a view 

that now, with walls removed, extends to 

the dining room and kitchen beyond. The 

living room stretches along the width of 

the house and consists of two spaces: a 

conversation area with a fireplace and a 

TV/game room connected to a built-in  

banquette area that has the feel of a 

screened-in porch, but with windows. 

“Coming from Texas, I did not have a 

summer cottage, but I spent 12 summers 

in a cabin in Maine,” Anita says. “It was a 

collecting ground for things that people 

didn’t want anymore in their main homes 

for whatever reason. So the interiors of the 

cabin were very eclectic, with old and new 

mixed together. I wanted to have a little bit 

of that ‘not everything is perfect’ feeling  

in this cottage.”

Furniture of varying styles and periods, 

including slipcovered chairs and a funky 

rocker; overstuffed pillows; seemingly mis-

matched colors; and patterns that barely 

talk to each other meet like long-lost bud-

dies in this house. What could be a mish-

mash translates into cheery adorableness.

“Our theme was ‘gather,’ rather than  

‘design,’” Anita remarks. “Well, perhaps I 

should say that the design was to look like 

it was gathered.”
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Either way, the charm flows. A small 

guest room downstairs, the only bedroom 

with access to a patio, carries within a 

queen-size bed and a large, high-backed 

chair that surprisingly make the room read 

cozy, not crowded. 

Upstairs, tight quarters in the master 

bedroom resulted in the creation of a one-

of-a-kind headboard that looks like an 

A-frame house and features a built-in niche 

that supplants nightstands. T wo more 

bedrooms live upstairs, including the kids’ 

bedroom with double bunk beds on one 

side and twin bunk beds on the other.

Each of the three bathrooms (two up-

stairs, one down) has its own color palette, 

but all carry a cabin pine-paneled theme 

— albeit the wall tiles’ style is a loose inter-

pretation of pine paneling and showcases 

Anita’s playfulness.

“Our goal was to make the house a fun 

and different place from where we live 

every day, while honoring its style,” Alan 

says. “As the neighborhood gets gentrified, 

we wanted to save a piece of the island.  

It would have been a financially better 

decision to level it and start over, but we 

wanted to save a little piece of history.” ❖

Above: “Before we painted the vents, the house-shaped headboard on the master suite bed looked like 
a smiley face,” Anita says. Behind the headboard wall lies the bathroom with a custom vanity and back-
splash of tiles that resemble blue-painted pine.

Left: Brightly colored bedding is a perfect fit for the kids’ room, where bunk beds include headboard 
book niches. With twin beds on the left and double beds on the right, there’s plenty of room for sleep-
over guests.
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