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Where do you go to appreciate exceptional design? 

When I’m inspired by something, I turn to books: tactile, slow, and 
permanent. Of course, the best of all is to see the work in the flesh, 
whether that be a visit to a special house or to see a piece in a 
museum.

(Finish this sentence) The one thing people always ask 
me is…

“Can you create something that nobody has ever seen before?”

Three words that most appropriately sum up my 
approach to design are... 

Attention Attention Attention.

What is a key influence that we can anticipate seeing 
in projects you are yet to release?

Naoshima Island in Japan.. A place with rich dedication to art, 
architecture and nature in balance. Tadao Ando, James Turrell, Lee 
Ufan all moved me to consider simple platonic and boolean forms, 
triangular shapes, cubic shapes and generally pure geometries.

What is the one piece of advice you would share with 
a young designer? 

Keep a measuring tape in your bag, or better yet a laser measuring 
tool and measure every space you encounter that inspires you or even 
just a space that simply works well. I still travel with a laser and do the 
same. 

Your 2022 capsule collection: what products and 
materials do you have your eye on? 

Copper and bronze not only have beautiful patinas as they age, but 
they also possess anti-microbial and antiviral properties – critical in 
this era. I’m also paying attention to circadian lighting systems that can 
subtly modulate colour temperature to better fit the living patterns of 
inhabitants. 

Mass timber construction and 3D printed houses. I’m currently fond of 
Mutina tiles, especially the Bouroullec Brothers, Nordic Knots carpets, 
Pelle lighting and furniture and sculptural furniture by Jeanguillaume 
Mathiaut. Lastly,  “Outsider” art and architecture.

Noah Walker
President | North America 

When you walk into a space, what’s the first thing you 
always notice?

What a room sounds like is often an indication of how well it’s built 
and maybe, this also has to do with my passion for music. There’s 
architecture, but then there’s also the architecture of sound, how it 
becomes, how it’s received, how it fills a space. 

What does sustainable design mean to you in 2022?

Be smart with passive environmental techniques. Try to design homes 
that use as little energy as possible in Southern California, where the 
weather is often almost perfect and easier, this means designing 
homes that can open up and breathe. Try to be smart about reclaiming 
and re-using; source products wisely and ecologically. Finally, take a 
cue from the fashion world, which is thankfully starting to reject “fast 
fashion”. “Fast architecture” should also be rejected. 
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